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YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly ð Donald J. Forestell 
 
The year 2017 was eventful for the offices of the Legislative Assembly. The third session of the 
58
th
 Legislature concluded and the fourth session began. In total, the House sat for 57 days during 

the calendar year and committees held 95 meetings. The year saw the release of a select 
committee final report, a cabinet shuffle, the hiring of a new Sergeant-at-Arms, and the resignation 
of a Member. 
 
The third session of the 58th Legislature, which adjourned on December 16, 2016, briefly resumed 
sitting on January 31, 2017, when Finance Minister Cathy Rogers was expected to table the 
governmentôs third budget. Instead, the House adjourned again by unanimous consent until 
February 7 to accommodate the relief efforts in the Acadian peninsula, which was severely 
impacted by an ice storm. Minister Rogers delivered the third budget of the government on 
February 7. The reply to the budget speech was delivered on February 9 by the Opposition 
Finance Critic Bruce Fitch.  
 
During the spring sitting, 33 bills were introduced. Of note was legislation that changed the fixed 
date for provincial elections from the fourth Monday in September to the third Monday in October. 
The rationale was that this would accommodate a greater number of post-secondary students 
who wish to participate in the electoral process. The change only comes into effect after the 
September 24, 2018, provincial election. Legislation was also introduced that lowered the political 
contribution limit from $6,000 to $3,000 and changed the formula for public financing to political 
parties to give greater weight to votes received by female candidates. The bill was subsequently 
amended to prohibit political contributions from corporations and trade unions. 
 
On May 4, the Legislature passed a resolution that recognized annually the third Saturday in 
September as Becca Schofield Day. Ms. Schofield, a 17-year-old from Riverview, New Brunswick, 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, created Beccaôs bucket list to persuade people to perform 
random acts of kindness and post it on her Facebook page or tweet about it. This resulted in 
hundreds of people posting about their good deeds in honour of Becca. 
 
The House adjourned on May 5, for a total of 29 spring sitting days. The third session was 
subsequently prorogued on the morning of October 24. A total of 71 bills were introduced during 
the third session, 59 of which received royal assent.  
 
The House sat for 48 days during the third session, for a total of 176 hours. This compares to 40 
sitting days during the previous session, or 171 hours. The Standing Committee on Economic 
Policy spent 87 hours considering legislation, and the Committee of Supply and Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Fiscal Policy spent the prescribed 80 hours considering estimates.  
 
The Select Committee on Cannabis was appointed by the House on April 28. The committee was 
charged with conducting public consultations on the legalization of recreational cannabis and 
whether the model proposed by the governmentôs Working Group needed improvements. Public 
hearings took place throughout the province in July. The committee released its final report on 
September 1. 
 
On July 21, the electoral district of Oromocto-Lincoln was renamed the electoral district of 
Oromocto-Lincoln-Fredericton to better characterize the area it represents.  
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Several changes to cabinet were announced on September 5. Beno´t Bourque, Andrew Harvey, 
and Gilles LePage joined cabinet as Ministers Donald Arseneault, Victor Boudreau, and Ed 
Doherty announced their departure. An informal system of regional ministers that had previously 
been in place in New Brunswick was also formalized during the cabinet shuffle. Five ministers 
were tasked with the additional responsibility of ñregional ministerò to advocate on behalf of five 
provincial regions at the cabinet table.   
 
The list of Ministers was as follows: Brian Gallant as Premier, President of the Executive Council 
and Regional Minister for Saint John and Southwestern New Brunswick; Stephen Horsman as 
Deputy Premier, Minister of Families and Children and Regional Minister for Greater Fredericton; 
Denis Landry as Minister of Justice and Public Safety; Rick Doucet as Minister of Aquaculture 
and Fisheries, Minister of Energy and Resource Development, and Government House Leader; 
Brian Kenny as Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development; Bill Fraser as Minister 
of Transportation and Infrastructure and Regional Minister for Central New Brunswick; Roger 
Melanson as President of Treasury Board and Minister of Post-Secondary Education; Francine 
Landry as Minister of Economic Development; Cathy Rogers as Minister of Finance and 
Regional Minister for Greater Moncton and Southeastern New Brunswick; Serge Rousselle as 
Minister of Environment and Local Government, Attorney General, Minister of Service New 
Brunswick, and regional Minister for Northern New Brunswick; John Ames as Minister of 
Tourism, Heritage and Culture; Lisa Harris as Minister of Seniors and Long-Term Care and 
Deputy Government House Leader; Beno´t Bourque as Minister of Health; Andrew Harvey as 
Minister of Agriculture, Mines and Rural Affairs; and Gilles LePage as Minister of Labour, 
Employment and Population Growth. 
 
On October 16, Gilles C¹t® was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms. Mr. C¹t® had over 27 years of 
service and experience with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, bringing to the position 
knowledge in all aspects of law enforcement and security. His appointment was later confirmed by 
motion of the House on October 25. 
 
The fourth session of the 58

th
 Legislature opened on October 24. The Lieutenant-Governor 

delivered the speech from the throne outlining the legislative agenda of the government. The 
Leader of the Official Opposition, Blaine Higgs, delivered the reply to the speech from the throne 
on October 26.  
 
Bernard LeBlanc was appointed Deputy Speaker, replacing H®dard Albert on October 25. 
 
During the fall sitting, 41 bills were introduced. In particular, legislation that prohibits the provision 
of special payments or benefits to political government staff between the date the writs are issued 
for a provincial general election and the date of the appointment of a new Executive Council. 
Legislation was also introduced that prohibits Members from lobbying or being employed by an 
organization that engages in lobbying. The prohibition extends to lobbying in matters connected to 
the province by former Members during the 12-month period after they ceased to be a Member. 
 
On December 1, Donald Arseneault resigned as the Member for Campbellton-Dalhousie. First 
elected in the 2003 general election, Mr. Arseneault was re-elected in 2006, 2010 and 2014. 
During his time at the Legislature, Mr. Arseneault served as Minister of Energy and Mines; 
Minister of Post-Secondary Education, Training and Labour; Minister of Natural Resources; 
Deputy House Leader and Deputy Premier. 
 
The House adjourned on December 21, after sitting 27 days. The standings in the House at year 
end were 25 Liberals, 22 Progressive Conservatives, one Green, and one vacancy. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Governor General Addresses the Legislature 
 
The New Brunswick Legislature was honoured to welcome Her Excellency the Right Honourable 
Julie Payette, Governor General of Canada, on November 7 as she began her first official visit to 
New Brunswick with an address to the Legislative Assembly. 
 
Accompanied by the Lieutenant-Governor of New 
Brunswick, the Honourable Jocelyne Roy Vienneau, the 
official party was greeted upon arrival by Premier Brian 
Gallant. The Governor General received military honours, 
a 21-gun salute and inspected the guard of honour before 
entering the Legislative Assembly building. 
 
The Governor General then proceeded to the historic 
Chamber, where she received words of welcome from the 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Chris Collins, as well 
as the Premier, the Leader of the Official 
Opposition Blaine Higgs and the Third Party Leader 
David Coon before she addressed Members of the 
Legislative Assembly. 
 
The Governor General called on Members and citizens to 
work together to protect the planet and realize common 
goals of peace while recalling her experience seeing  
New Brunswick from space as a former astronaut. She 
reminded New Brunswickers that from space, political 
borders are indiscernible and that as citizens, we are 
stronger together. The Governor General noted that New 
Brunswickôs unique position as a founding member of 
Canada and the countryôs only officially bilingual province 
should be an example to others of working together, the 
importance of tolerance, and fearlessly dreaming big. 
 

Regional Conference for the North American Region of the APF 
 
From July 30 to August 4, the Legislature hosted the 33

rd
 Regional Conference for the North 

American Region of the Assembl®e parlementaire de la Francophonie (APF). Thirty-six delegates, 
representing provincial and national Canadian 
members of the APF, attended the six-day 
conference. Special guests from the European 
Region and Haiti were also in attendance.  
 
Business sessions revolved around the demographic 
decline in francophone populations within Canadian 
provinces, as well as jurisdictional updates.  
 
The APF is an association of Francophone 
countries established in Luxembourg in 1967. It 
brings together 52 member sections, 14 associate 
sections, and 17 observer sections from the 
parliaments of Africa, America, Asia, Europe and 
Oceania.  

tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмт wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭŞŜ ǇŀǊƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƛǊŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ 

¢ƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ IƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜ WǳƭƛŜ tŀȅŜǧŜΣ  
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ  

ǿƛǘƘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ 
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New Legislative Officers  
 
In 2017, the Legislative Assembly saw the appointment and swearing-in of three new legislative 
officers. Pictured from the left, are Justice Alexandre Desch°nes, Q.C., accompanied by Chief 
Justice J. Ernest Drapeau, sworn-in on January 9 as the Conflict of Interest Commissioner; 
Mich¯le Pelletier, accompanied by Speaker Collins, sworn-in on January 20 as the Consumer 
Advocate for Insurance; and Kimberly Poffenroth, also accompanied by Speaker Collins, sworn-in 
on March 14 as the Chief Electoral Officer. 

 
Joint Conference of CCPAC and CCOLA 
 
New Brunswick hosted the 38

th
 annual joint conference of the Canadian Council of Public 

Accounts Committees (CCPAC) and Canadian Council of Legislative Auditors (CCOLA).  
 
Held from September 10 to 12, the conference was attended by over 95 delegates, representing 
provincial and territorial legislatures and the Parliament of Canada. Special observers also 
attended from the Canadian Audit and Accountability Foundation (CAAF) and the Cayman Islands.  
 
Presenters included parliament consultant and former New Brunswick MLA Elizabeth Weir and 
Tom Bateman, Political Scientist at St. Thomas University. The CCPAC also voted on a revised 
constitution for their council. 
 
Business session topics included the role of political institutions as safeguards of democratic 
regimes, challenges in conducting effective parliamentary financial oversight, increasing impact 
of committee work and strengthening committee work results, how legislative audit work can 
contribute positively to reducing impacts of climate change in Canada, and how to foster cross-
party collaboration in public accounts committees.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants of the 2017 Joint Conference of CCPAC and CCOLA 


















































































