b4 Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick
959 Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada

RULES CONCERNING PETITIONS

NOTE - A Member wishing to present a Petition to the House should consult the Clerk of
the Legislative Assembly who, after examining the Petition, will advise the Member
whether or not it is in Order.

Standing Rule 36 sets out the procedures of the House relative to Petitions.

1. A Petition may only be presented to the House by a Member of the Legislative Assembly. Every
Member presenting a Petition to the House must affix his or her name to the first sheet of the
Petition.

2. Every Petition offered to be presented to the House should begin with the words "To the
Honourable the Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick assembled:" or with an equivalent
expression.

3. Every Petition should end with setting out the general object of the Petitioner or the nature of
the relief asked for, which must be within the competence of the Legislative Assembly to grant.

4. Every Petition must be written or printed in either the English or French language.

5. Every Petition must be signed by the parties and in the case of a corporation, the corporate
signature must be accompanied by the seal of the corporation.

6. No letters, affidavits, or other documents may be attached to any Petition.
7. Every Petition must be respectful, decorous and temperate in its language.

8. On the presentation of a Petition, no debate shall be allowed. The Member presenting the
Petition may make a brief statement naming the parties from who it comes, the number of
signatures attached to it, and the material allegations it contains.

9. After presentation, all Petitions are transmitted by the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly to a
Minister of the Crown; a written response must be provided within two weeks of the presentation
of the Petition. Observations made in reply by the Minister, or by any other Minister, are
distributed to the Member who presented the Petition and the Opposition parties.
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